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REVIEWS AND NOTICES 



Cornell University Library. Catalogue of the Petrarch Collection 
Bequeaihed by Willard Fiske. Compiled by Mary Fowler. 
Oxford University Press, 1916. Pp. xxiv+547. 

This catalogue, a magnificent volume printed at Oxford, will be recog- 
nized as the most important Petrarch bibliography in existence, and worthy 
to stand beside the Dante catalogue issued by the Cornell Library nearly 
twenty years ago. It is a striking tribute to the richness of these collections 
that a list of the books actually included in them is an indispensable work of 
reference even for scholars who may never be able to visit the library where 
they are housed. The Dante catalogue fills two closely printed volumes, 
while that of the Petrarch collection, although it includes the publications of 
the last twenty years, and is printed in larger type, is contained in one. 
Dante has been the occasion of far more discussion than any other Italian 
poet; yet the influence of Petrarch has also been both far-reaching and pro- 
found. His incomparable mastery of the Italian language, together with 
the human and appealing psychology of his poems, has led poets to study and 
imitate him with particular care, and the literary and historical references of 
his Latin and Italian writings alike offer abundant opportunity for scholarly 
investigation. The extent of the literature which has been published may 
be seen by consulting Part II of the catalogue (pp. 193-496), "Works on 
Petrarch." Many of the titles are of general works which treat only in part 
or incidentally of Petrarch; others are of unimportant imitations, sometimes 
single poems inspired by his lyrics. These, however, as well as the more 
significant titles, show the vogue and influence of the poet. References are 
added to reviews of the books mentioned. There is a large amount of 
valuable information concerning the editions of Petrarch and also many of 
the works about him, in critical and descriptive notes, which frequently 
indicate quite fully the contents of a volume. The subject index gives the 
title and date of the writings referred to, not merely the author's names 
as in the Dante catalogue. There is an appendix on iconography, and one 
(written by Mr. Fiske) on certain literary controversies. In short, the 
catalogue is a mine of information and a guide and inspiration for further 
study. 

The collection includes over four thousand volumes, and in addition the 
catalogue contains the titles of articles in periodicals and sets belonging to 
the Ubrary, even when not in the Petrarch collection itself. Of the known 
editions of the Rime from 1470 to 1900 — something over four hundred — all 
but sixteen are in the collection. Most of them of course have little or no 
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critical value; but such an approach to completeness lends importance to 
items otherwise insignificant. Of the editions before 1500, the collection 
includes twenty-three, lacking only that of Naples, 1477, of which a single 
copy is known, and another edition whose existence is doubtful. The rare 
commentaries of the sixteenth century are fully represented, as may be 
seen by comparing Suttina's catalogue (1908) of the rich Biblioteca Rosset- 
tiana of Trieste. There are several fifteenth-century manuscripts of the 
Rime, a beautiful illuminated page from one of them being reproduced 
(opposite page 69). The editions of the original text and of translations 
occupy one hundred and ninety-two pages in the catalogue. 

The story of the collection is told in an interesting introduction by Mr. 
G. W. Harris, who succeeded Mr. Fiske as librarian at Cornell. It was begun 
by Mr. Fiske in 1881, and occupied much of his time until his death in 1904. 
He corresponded not only with booksellers all over Europe but with numer- 
ous authors, from whom he obtained many rare publications. It is note- 
worthy that the Dante collection, begun in 1893, was practically completed 
in three years. Mr. Fiske also gave to Cornell his unique library of Icelandic 
and Rhaeto-Romance books, and made provision for the maintenance and 
increase of all these collections. Scholars have reason to be profoundly 
grateful to expert book-collectors who, like Mr. Fiske, have the taste and 
knowledge as well as the leisure and the means necessary for gathering com- 
prehensive collections of books on special subjects which so frequently reach 
the public libraries. 

Until the Petrarch books came to America in 1905, they were kept in Mr. 
Fiske's library in Florence, a picture of which forms the frontispiece to the 
catalogue. The writer of these lines remembers vividly a visit to this library 
in July, 1904, a few weeks before Mr. Fiske's death, and immediately after 
the memorable celebration at Arezzo of Petrarch's six hundredth anniver- 
sary, where Mr. Fiske was the leader of a group of American Petrarchians. 
It was a most interesting experience to see him in the midst of his books, and 
to hear him talk about them. He was a bibliographer rather than a scholar 
or a critic; but his wealth of accurate knowledge and his untiring enthusiasm 
made him an ideal collector. 

K. McKenzie 

University op Illinois 



The Ad Deum vadit of Jean Gerson. Published from the manu- 
script, Bibliotheque Nationals Fonds fr. 24841, by David 
HoBAKT Caknahan. University of Illinois Studies in Language 
and Literature, Vol. Ill, No. 1, February, 1917. 

In this scholarly edition of the Ad Deum vadit, a sermon preached by 
Gerson before the French court in 1402, Professor Carnahan has made a 
valuable contribution in a field which will undoubtedly prove increasingly 
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